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According to official reports and to statements made by President Alberto Fujimori, a small group
of retired and active military officers tried to overthrow Fujimori's government on Nov. 13. The
failed coup attempt involved plans to occupy the government palace, assassinate Fujimori and arrest
armed forces chief Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza. (For previous coverage see NotiSur 11/17/92.)
A summary of the aftermath of the coup and political violence follows. Nov. 15: The Sendero
Luminoso (Shining Path) rebel organization began an offensive intended to disrupt the elections
for the constituent assembly, called the Democratic Constituent Congress (CCD), scheduled for
Nov. 22. Nov. 16: In an official ceremony, the heads of the various branches of the military expressed
their absolute loyalty to Gen. De Bari Hermoza, who, in turn, expressed his absolute loyalty to the
government of President Alberto Fujimori. Nov. 17: Police reported that suspected Sendero rebels
hurled a bomb at the US Embassy armory in Lima, injuring two people and damaging several
vehicles in front of the building. The assailants opened fire with machine guns before fleeing
from the area. In Lima, Sendero militants circulated pamphlets calling an "armed strike" (paro
armado) for Nov. 18-19. In July, a previous Sendero armed strike in Lima nearly paralyzed the city.
According to Lima police, Sendero rebels attacked five banks, a gas station and a police station.
One person was killed in a car-bomb explosion outside an office building in the Miraflores district.
In the Comas district, ten armed rebels ushered employees out of a municipal building and then
destroyed the facility with two bombs. Prime Minister Oscar de la Puente characterized the attacks
as "isolated actions, without great repercussions." He said 100,000 soldiers and police officers
would be on duty throughout the capital to protect voters Nov. 22. "The process of bringing Peru
back to genuine institutional democracy will not be affected by the dementia of some groups that
are still bent on stopping it," he said. Police reported that a car bomb exploded in the Miraflores
district, killing at least two people and injuring ten. The blast caused extensive damage at an office
building, supermarket, airline offices and apartments. Nov. 18: Throughout the capital, commuters
defied rebel threats to kill anyone who tried to go to work, but city transportation was obstructed
because private bus operators decided against running their routes. About half of the city's public
transportation system was operating. Soldiers and police patrolled main avenues. The military
presence was particularly heavy around industrial installations and in wealthy neighborhoods.
According to police, at least 60 people had been arrested, 42 wounded and 10 killed in the first
four days of the Sendero offensive. However, the level of violence was much lower than during
the last Lima offensive, in July, when attacks killed about 50 people and nearly paralyzed the city.
Anti-election graffiti was painted on buildings throughout Lima. In addition, Sendero rebels were
reported to have stopped various buses throughout the country in order to take voter credentials
away from passengers and prevent their participation in the Nov. 22 elections. The Tupac Amaru
Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru, MRTA) also announced
its opposition to the elections. Police reported a car bomb exploded outside a shopping center in
the affluent Monterrico district, wounding at least six. Five other car bombs were deactivated in
various parts of the capital. A package bomb exploded in an office building adjacent to the hotel
where a delegation of Organization of American States (OAS) election observers were staying.
One person was wounded in the blast. During the night, a rebel bomb attack caused a fire which
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destroyed a Lima paper factory near the Las Palmas Air Force base in Chorrillos district. Nov. 19:
A Lima military tribunal ordered the unconditional release of Ret. Gen. Luis Palomino. The court
ruled that Palomino, singled out as one of the plotters of the failed Nov. 13 coup attempt, had not
been involved in the activities. About 20 active-duty and retired military officers remain in detention
on suspicion of their involvement in the coup. Lima police reported that at least six city buses
had been burned during the armed strike, while two bus drivers had been killed. According to
police sources, rebels exploded a car- bomb at Lima's international airport, killing one person and
wounding five. Rebels also destroyed an army troop carrier and attacked various police installations
in the capital. Nov. 20: In an interview broadcast by US television news network CNN, Fujimori
referred to the coup attempt as an "isolated incident" and said that he has the "solid support"
of the military institution. Fujimori reiterated that the military is united behind the fight against
the Sendero insurgency. Fujimori said he would request the resumption of normal relations with
Washington upon conclusion of the Nov. 22 elections. Rebel rocket attacks were reported at a
Lima police station and commissary and the National Police command center, causing substantial
material damages. Rebels threw two grenades at the National Elections Tribunal (Jurado Nacional
de Elecciones, JNE) building in the city center, but the grenades missed their target and didn't cause
damages or injuries. (Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua, 11/16/92; Notimex, 11/16/92, 11/18/92,
11/19/92; Associated Press, 11/17-19/92; Agence France-Presse, 11/17-19/92; Spanish news service
EFE, 11/17-20/92)
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